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Statement by India – Delivered by Ambassador & PR to the WTO 

  
Agenda Item 2: 'Implementation of the Bali, Nairobi and Buenos Aires 
Outcomes – Statement by the Chairman' 
  
General Intervention on PSH 
  

Thank you, Chair. Thank you for your statement on this agenda item.  Good 
morning colleagues. 
  
2.         Chair, as we work towards outcomes for MC 12, we would like to reiterate the 
Ministerial mandates from Bali and Nairobi regarding an effective, permanent 
outcome on Public Stock Holding for food security purposes. The ministerial mandate 
for PSH is clear: the PSH negotiations have to be on an accelerated, separate track; 
any effort to link these discussions with other pillars is undermining the ministerial 
mandate.  
 
3.  The Joint Statement of the G33 Ministerial Meeting held in September 2021 
has strongly reiterated the need for expeditious resolution of Permanent Solution on 
the PSH at MC 12 and reaffirmed G33 Members commitment in moving forward the 
agricultural negotiations on mandated issues. The members also attested their 
readiness to work with the rest of the WTO members based on the elements contained 
in the proposals submitted by the G33 Members.   
 
4. Chair, if the WTO membership cannot deliver on the mandated issues of the 
past ministerial meeting, then first, its competency comes under question; second, it 
leaves a doubt in the mind whether it will honour in future, outcomes of MC12 if any.  
In a nutshell credibility of the WTO hinges on the outcomes of the Bali and Nairobi 
Ministerial Mandates, especially when the food security issues have become 
pronounced due to the ongoing pandemic. 
 
5.         Pursuant to the Bali Ministerial Decision on Public Stockholding for Food 
Security Purposes and the General Council Decision of 2014 as contained in document 
WT/L/939, India notified the Committee on Agriculture that it has exceeded the de 
minimis level of market price support for rice for the marketing year 2018-2019 and 
2019-20. 
  
6.         Market price support for rice, a traditional staple food crop, is notified under 
Article 7.2(b) of the Agreement on Agriculture to pursue public stockholding 
programmes for food security purposes. India's public stockholding programmes for 
food security purposes, covering rice and several other commodities, have been 
consistently reported in its Table DS: 1 notification since 1995. 
  
7.         The programme is consistent with the criteria mentioned in paragraph 3, 
footnote 5, and footnote 5&6 of Annex 2 to the Agreement on Agriculture. Further, the 
stocks under the programme are acquired and released to meet the domestic food 
security needs of India's poor and vulnerable population and not impede commercial 
trade or food security of others. For these reasons, the notified level of market price 
support for rice is covered by the peace clause set out in the Bali Ministerial Decision 
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on Public Stockholding for Food Security Purposes (WT/MIN (13)/38) and the 
General Council Decision (WT/L/939). 
  
8.       India has been constructively engaging on this issue with other Members in the 
meetings of the Committee on Agriculture. We do not support linking PSH outcomes 
with outcomes in other pillars. A simple, efficient, and permanent solution on 
extending PSH for food security purposes to new programs and new products is, 
therefore, a key deliverable. In this regard, I suggest the submissions by the Africa 
Group and the G33 are a good basis for CoASS to take the process forward.  
  
  
  

***** 
  
 


