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Agenda Item 16: ELECTION OF CHAIRPERSON  

First of all, I would like to congratulate my dear friend, Didier 
Chambovey, Ambassador of Switzerland on being elected as the new Chair of 
the General Council (GC).  His Chairmanship of the GC during the Ministerial 
this year will be critical in achieving successful and meaningful outcomes at 
MC12.  I wish to assure the full support of my delegation for his work as GC 
Chair during the year and also for ensuring successful MC12 under his 
stewardship. 
 
2. Let me also take this opportunity to thank another dear friend, 
Ambassador Dacio, the outgoing GC Chair for his exemplary work as Chair of 
the General Council, particularly, in the run up to the now postponed MC12. 
Ambassador Dacio has set a new benchmark for Chairs in the WTO.  This is not 
the opinion of just me or my delegation, but across delegations I have heard 
similar words of appreciation for his work.  His calm demeanor, patience, 
willingness to listen to everyone, including delegations with divergent points of 
view and the methods he adopted to bring convergence among Members in a 
very fair and transparent manner will be remembered for times to come and I 
hope other Ambassadors and delegates who take up Chairmanship of different 
WTO bodies will follow similar path that we saw Ambassador Dacio pursue. His 
all-inclusive approach helped us achieving significant progress during the 
discussions on MC12 outcome document, which unfortunately we did not see 
happen in some of the other verticals. We will miss him as the GC Chair, in the 
run up to or during the Ministerial but I am sure Ambassador Chambovey will 
fill in the large shoes being left by Ambassador Dacio.   
 
3. I do hope that Ambassador Dacio will continue to pilot some of the work 
that he was already piloting and his services would be available to the larger 
membership in the coming months at least till MC12.   
 
4. I wish to place on record my delegation’s deep appreciation for 
Ambassador Dacio’s work as the GC Chair during 2021 and wish him all the best 
in his future endeavours. 
 

Thank you, Chair.   
 

*** 

 


