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Thank you Chair. 
 

We thank Brazil for its communication regarding the draft Ministerial 
decision on supporting the conclusion of fisheries subsidies negotiations for the 
sustainability of the ocean and fishing communities, contained in document 
WT/GC/W/815.  While we are not yet clear on the purpose of seeking a fresh 
mandate, we have taken note of few phrases in this communication such as 
“ambitious outcome”, “to curb subsidies that threaten global maritime fish 
stocks”, “improve existing WTO disciplines in fisheries subsidies” and “highest 
standards of environmental sustainability”.  
 

2. India remains fully committed to the negotiations on fisheries subsidies 
as provided under the SDG 14.6 and MC11 mandates.  We are in fact deeply 
concerned that the communication coming from a developing country does not 
mention explicitly about the Special and Differential Treatment for developing 
countries and LDCs, which is an integral and important part of the SDG14.6 and 
mandate of MC11.  
 
3. While the proponent of this communication may not feel the need for the 
S&DT, what is surprising is their silence on the entitlement of other developing 
countries and LDC’s.    
 
4. We are also disappointed to note that in the name of collective 
responsibility the communication puts the countries with no or very few 
industrial fishing fleet in the same category as the countries having highly 
developed industrialised fishing fleets. We are of the firm opinion that for 
environmental sustainability of fisheries resources, the Polluter pays principle 
should be applied and those who have provided huge subsidies and depleted the 
marine resources by engaging in unsustainable fishing must take higher 
responsibility. An undue restriction on the development of the fisheries sector 
cannot be imposed on those developing countries and LDCs, which grant 
minuscule or do not grant any subsidies for fishing or fishing related activities 
to their resource-poor fishermen.  
 
5. I conclude by saying that while we all have a shared responsibility 
towards the sustainability of our oceans, the livelihood of millions of fishermen 
around the world is closely linked to the grant of appropriate and effective 
special & differential treatment to developing countries and LDCs.   
 

Thank you, Chair 
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